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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6134

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmmittee on Governnment Operations & Elections (originally
sponsored by Senators Keiser, Kohl-Wlles, Prentice, Kline, Winstein
and Poul sen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to renedies for inproper challenges to a voter's
registration; adding a new section to chapter 29A.08 RCW and
prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29A. 08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The canvassing board may issue notice of a class 1 civil
infraction wunder chapter 7.80 RCW to any person challenging the
registration of another if the canvassing board determ nes that the
chall enger: (a) Failed to exercise reasonable diligence in determ ning
the accuracy of the allegations on which the challenge is based; (b)
failed to base the challenge on his or her personal know edge; (c) who
in issuing the challenge, primarily considered the voter's politica
belief, political activity, or any characteristic protected by the | aw
agai nst discrimnation under chapter 49.60 RCW or (d) issued a
challenge in bad faith or in an effort to intimdate, harass, or
ot herwi se deter a properly registered voter fromvoting.

(2) A voter whose registration has been challenged by another
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1 registered voter is entitled to recover from the challenging voter
2 actual attorneys' fees incurred in opposing the challenge if the
3 challenge is rejected by the canvassi ng board or county auditor.

--- END ---
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